88 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
the war, from being a mere attempt to suppress a domestic
revolt, became a struggle for existence against the superior
forces of a powerful coalition, there came about a decided
improvement in this respect, and there is little to criticise in
the general lines on which Great Britain conducted the contest,
or to find fault with in the military and naval measures taken
to safeguard the country and its world-wide interests.
Indeed a closer examination of the course of the war will
probably lead the student to wonder, not so much how it was
that Great Britain failed to reduce her rebellious colonies to
submission, as why American independence took such a long
time to achieve.    The truth is that the revolution, like all
other revolutions known to history, was the work of an energetic
and self-assertive minority of the colonists, the majority of
whom were apathetic, and a considerable proportion hostile
to the cause.   Thus it came about that the armies at the
disposal of the revolutionary Generals were always inferior
numerically, as in every other way, to those opposed to them ;
that Washington found his main difficulties usually lay behind
rather than in front of his lines ; and that from the first shot
of the war to the last the British were practically never beaten
on the field of battle.   All the greater credit is due, therefore,
to that galaxy of undaunted men, Arnold, Steuben, Lafayette
and others, who defended for so long and under such thankless
and trying conditions the cause of American independence,
and finally led it through to triumph.   Greatest praise of all
must be given to the two outstanding figures of the war—
Greene, the organiser of victory and the conqueror of the
South, and Washington, the soul of the whole contest, the
man who through constant defeats and incessant difficulties
remained unconquerable and unbroken;   the hero who, to
a degree unsurpassed in history, merited the honourable title
by which he is known to posterity —" The Father of his
Country ".
NOTES FOR FUBT9ER READING
From the English side, Sir G. CX Trevelyan's large-scale History
of the American Revolution is perhaps the best available work. Briefer
and more reliable is F. V. Greene's Revolutionary War in the United
States—written from the American standpoint, but studiously fair
and accurate, There is no good military biography of Washington or
of any of the British Generals. Col, Whitton has recently retold the
story of the war from the British side in clear and readable form.

